xiy                           GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURE

challenge of history has been met by Gujarata by the de-
velopment of an irresistible individuality, by uniformity of
social customs and institutions, by deliberately organised
movements of thought and action, and by literary and cul-
tural unity.

Political consolidation of the Gujarat! speaking people

under a single government is, and will re-
Consolidation main, a dream. British Gujarata is not

sufficiently large to make a separate auto-
nomous province, nor would separation from Bombay be
anything but a disaster for it. But, on the other hand, if
it continues to be a part of the Presidency as now, there is
the danger of Gujarat! states in Kathiavada, Rajputana
and Central India Agencies drifting further apart. Neither
British nor state policy as at present favours any closer
political inter-relation, however desirable, between these
dismembered parts of Gujarata. In such a matter one can
only look to the Gujaratls themselves, to its statesmen, its
princes, its public men; particulary, to its educationists
and literary men who are working for its literary and cul-
tural unity. Under pressure of the idea of a united Guja-
rata the genius of the people, under modern conditions, will,
perhaps, develop a more efficient harmony than in the past,
either by co-ordinating the political, social, and economic
activities, or by segregating political influences into the
narrowest possible confines. If a universal popular aspira-
tion carries within it the germ of a future reality, the dream
may one day come true and a uniform and harmonious po-
litical life may undo the wrong of centuries.

The British domination, though the most insidious of all
the conquests which brought foreign cultures with them,
has produced far-reaching results. In the name of peace,
it disarmed the people of India, and under the guise
of liberating the intellect, tried to uproot the foundations
of society and indigenous culture for a time. And the
Aryan culture had to assume varied forms to meet the
emergency created by it. Theosophy, Arya Samaj and
enlightened orthodoxy, Samskrtic revival and the result-
ing literary renaissance, and wave on wave of surging reli-
gion-tinted nationalism absorbed the energy of the advanc-